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State of Tennessee, Knox County
On the 2nd day of July 1833 personally appeared in open court at its Court of Pleas 

and Quarter Sessions now sitting for said County John Nelson a citizen of said County, 
aged about seventy six years who having been sworn according to law doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the provisions of an act 
of Congress passed on the 7th day of June 1832—That he was born in Loudoun County, 
Va. sometimes as well as he believes in the year 1757, where he continued to live until he 
was seven or eight years old, when he moved to Rowan County, N. Carolina where he 
was living at the time of the commencement of the Revolutionary war—he states that as 
well as he now recollects, it was sometime about the commencement of the war, he 
entered the American army and was enrolled as a volunteer private in the company 
commanded by Captain Osborn who lived as well as he now recollects in Mecklenburg or 
Rowan Counties and the company he thinks was attached to a Regiment commanded by 
Col. Locke [Francis Locke], and the whole body was under the command of General 
Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford].  The object of this campaign was to fight with the 
Indians—from Charlotte, the place of rendezvous, the army marched directly over the 
mountain to the Cherokee Country and burnt and destroyed their towns, killed many of 
their warriors, and then marched back to Charlotte where applicant was discharged. 
Applicant states that in this campaign he was three months in actual service.  He states 
that from the great lapse of time since this service was performed and his extreme loss of 
memory he cannot tell particularly the incidents of the campaign—applicant states that 
sometime about the latter end of the year '75 or early in '76 he entered the army as a 
volunteer private, and was enrolled into the company under the command of the same 
Captain Osborn—Col. Locke and he thinks Genl. Rutherford—the object of this tour was 
to March against the Scotch who had collected near Cross Creek under one McDonald – 
the Army marched from Mecklenburg directly to Cross Creek, but before we reached 
there the enemy had been defeated and dispersed – applicant states that they took several 
of the Tories and Scotch prisoners and marched about through the country and then 
marched back to Charlotte, and were there discharged – applicant states that in this 
campaign he was in actual service three months – applicant states that sometime in the 
latter part of the fall or early in the winter of 1778 he entered the Army at Rowan 
County,and was enrolled in a company commanded by Captain Nicholson - he thinks Col 
Locke, and General Ashe [John Ashe]- he marched from Salisbury N.C. and he recollects 
of passing through Charlotte, Camden, crossed the Santee river was at Bacon's Bridge, 
and at Purysburg - he states that a short time before the battle at Briar Creek, he was 
detailed with a considerable portion of the troops up the river to a place called the two 
sisters, under the apprehension that the enemy would cross there - here he remained until 
after the disaster at Briar Creek, when by permission of his officers he marched home 
with some others - he states that he was in actual service five months in this campaign - 
applicant states that not long after this last campaign he entered a Regiment of States 
troops and was enrolled at Salisbury in the company commanded by a young man he 
thinks by the name of Morgan; who was under Major Joel Lewis -- applicant states that 
he entered the army at this time for one year—his services were of a character so 
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diversified that he cannot tell very particularly what he did - he was engaged all the time 
in scouting about through the country up upon Deep and Haw rivers and along the upper 
countries attempting to take Col. Fannan [sic, David Fanning] and other Tories, and in 
guarding the jails which were full of Tories - applicant states that he served a whole year 
in this service and was discharged at Cross Creek-- applicant states that sometime in the 
year '80 or '81 he thinks in the summertime he entered and was enrolled in a company of 
horse – he does not recollect the name of the Captain – but he recollects that his company 
was commanded by Colonel Cleveland [Benjamin Cleveland] – he states that in this 
campaign he marched to Ramsour's Mill and assisted to defeat the Tories, after which we 
were marched about through the country to take and disperse the Tories – he states that in 
this campaign he was in actual service three months – applicant states that from the long 
lapse of time since the above services were rendered, his great age, and the consequent 
loss of memory he cannot recollect precisely the terms of his said service nor can he well 
detail the many and various incidents which occurred – but he feels confident that he did 
not serve less than 26 months as a private for which he claims a pension – he states that 
after serving his two first campaigns he moved to Rowan County where he lived about 20 
years, when he moved to Newberry District S. C. where he lived about 25 years, when he 
moved to Cooke County Tennessee where he lived until about two years ago when he 
moved to Rhea County Tennessee where he lived until about one year ago when he 
moved to Knox County Tennessee where he now lives – applicant states that he has no 
record of his age but believes he is as old as stated -- he states that he has no recollection 
of being at any time with any of the Regular troops - he states that he has lived so short a 
time in his present neighbourhood that he is acquainted with but few of his neighbors - 
and he states that there is no clergyman residing in his neighbourhood - he states that 
those of his neighbors who can testify to his veracity and his reputation for military 
services are John Nelson, William Nelson, William Mouldin and others - he states that he 
may have gotten a discharge at the termination of each of his campaigns, but of this he is 
uncertain he has lost his discharges if he had any, and has no documentary evidence 
whatever of his said services nor does he know of any person whose testimony he can 
procure who can testify to his service - he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a 
pension or annuity, except the present and declares that his name is not on the pension 
roll of the agency of any state.

Sworn to and subscribed in open court this 2nd July 1833
S/ John Nelson, X his mark

Test: S/ Wm Swan, DC

State of Tennessee, Knox County
We John Nelson and William Nelson residing in said County do hereby testify that they 
are well acquainted with John Nelson who has subscribed and sworn to the above 
declaration; that we believe him to be 76 years of age; that he is reported and believed in 
the neighbourhood where he resides to have been a soldier of the revolution and that we 
concur in that opinion.

Sworn to and subscribed to in open Court this 2nd day of July 1833.
S/ John Nelson, X his mark                       
S/ William Nelson, X his mark

Test: S/ Wm Swan, DClk


